Connect, serve, go

Are you ful lling God'’s call on your life?

by DOUG BROWN

Lead Pastor

ere are many things God calls Christians to do, but | believe
they can be boiled down to three words: connect, serve and go.

We are called tmnnect, rst of all, to God. Since He is a person,
our relationship with Him requires work and time. How much? We
are called to love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

is means more than attending worship services or going through the motions
of what | call “Churchianity.” Church attendance is important, but it can only take
us so far.

God calls us to connect with one another in relationships that go below surface
topics of conversation. In Acts, the believers met in the temple (large group) but
also in homes (small group). In these smaller settings — and one-on-one —we are to
demonstrate care, 0 er encouragement and experience God together.

When we are connected with God and other believers, our lives become soll
where He will transform us. Spiritual roots deepen and seedlings begin to sprout.

But if we stopped there, our growth would be stunted. Why? Because we grow
in Christ through active, hands-on engagement as we contribute to the needs of
others. e biblical term for this iservice. ere are numerous ways to do this — too
many to list here. But understand that God has designed us for service and we are
incomplete without it. Now, let me be up front and say that serving is not easy. But
once we nd the right spot, we experience divine joy — a little taste of Heaven.

While connecting and serving cause growth, there is one more element that
leads us to maturity. And that isgm is means recognizing that
we are on mission for and with God daily — wherever we happen to

be. e mission eld can be Hong Kong or Wal-Mart. Having a “go” When We are Connected W":h

mindset means understanding that life is about more than making a
buck. God has called us to a purpose beyond ourselves. SC; I

ere you have it: connect, serve, go. Please understand that the Od and Other bellevers1 Our
are not sequential steps. Our Lord wants us to do all of them at once.

Are you ready to grow like never before? |IV€S become SO" Where
If so, please join me in taking this personal inventory of your life. .
He will transform us.
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