


Q&AQ&AHow do you defi ne generosity?
Generosity is a character quality of God. It means to be 

openhanded instead of hanging on to something with a 
closed fi st. God wants to develop generosity in us. It is a way 
of approaching life in good times and in bad. We don’t want 
to stop being generous when things become diffi  cult. God 
wants us to develop a new paradigm.

why does God want our money?
God does not need our money, but seeks the devotion of 

our hearts. Money is a key factor in this area. If we let God 
have our money, then we can be pretty sure He’s got a big 
part of our devotion. 

How much should i give?
Th e New Testament does not prescribe a specifi c percentage, 

but the Old Testament gives a model of giving 10 percent to 
the work of God, saving 10 percent and giving 3 percent to 
the poor. I believe these percentages are still good models 
for us today. At minimum, they are good goals for us to 
strive for. Th e most important thing is to give consistently. 
But we should also pause periodically to ask, “Do I have 
the opportunity to give more? Does God want me to take 
another step forward in giving to His work?” If you are giving 
5 percent to God’s work, then getting to 10 percent may seem 
daunting. Consider intentionally increasing the percentage 
little by little with the goal of giving 10 percent or more. 

How can i give if i’m in debt?
We need to have a habit of giving, no matter 

what circumstances we are in. If we are not 
giving, our hearts become self-centered and 
cold. Giving helps change our character and 
outlook – as well as make a diff erence in the 
world. If we are in debt, the first thing we 
should do is examine our lifestyle and simplify 
it. Cut spending and increase income wherever 
possible. Learn to live within your means while 
still giving to the Lord.

where should i give?
In Galatians 6, the Apostle Paul wrote, 

“Anyone who receives instruction in the word 
must share all good things with his instructor.” 
He meant that those who benefi t from ministry 
should contribute toward those who make 
the ministry possible. Th e local church is the 
primary environment where spiritual growth 
and care takes place. Th is is where our giving 
should primarily (but not exclusively) be 
directed. Th e local church is Christianity’s “home base” and 
we want it to be strong. When we give to missions or other 
great causes, this giving should be in addition to our regular 
giving to the local church, not in place of it. 

I want to be brutally honest. Generosity does not come easily for me.
Deciding to give away part of my hard-earned paycheck, when there are so many seemingly urgent things I 

could spend it on, was not a quick decision. Instead, it was a conviction that grew over time and is still maturing 
in me. Th e same is true with giving away my time.

I face regular decisions about whether I will be stingy or generous with the resources (time, talent and treasure) 
that God has entrusted to me. Sometimes I’m stingy.

If someone rushes in with a need that inconveniences me, I am tempted to circle the wagons. Often I do. 
Only later does the Holy Spirit break through and help me to realize that I missed an opportunity to be generous. 
Divine appointments are seldom scheduled ahead of time. Th ey are more likely to be “divine interruptions.”

Th is does not mean that we have to say yes to everyone who asks for help or money. Sometimes we help someone 
learn a hard lesson about planning or responsibility by saying no. We also have to realize that it’s impossible for us to 

meet everyone’s needs. Th at’s God’s job.
But the principle remains: Do we go through life with an open hand or a clenched fi st?
We can choose the open hand because God is open handed toward us. He promises to meet our 

needs so that we can be freed to focus on His agenda, not working 24 x7 to make ends meet.
It’s a choice we have to make every day. Generosity is not an easy path, but it’s the right one.

Contact Roy Harryman at roy@lscckc.org or 816.524.6786 x104.
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